
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2020 

Welcome to the first edition  

of the CMA Gloucester newsletter of 2020 

Words from the Chair! 

‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 

declares the Lord, 

‘plans to prosper you and not harm you,  plans to give you hope and a future. 

Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, 

and I will listen to you. 

You will seek me and find me;  when you seek me with all your heart. 

I will be found by you.’ 

Jeremiah ch 29 v 11—14 

 

The beginning of a new year is met with a variety of emotions;  the beginning of a new decade 

has an even greater significance in our minds.   

For all of us there will be many things, in the year ahead, which we can be almost certain will 

take place:  there’ll be birthdays; perhaps long-planned-for weddings; bike rallies and other 

types of annual events which feature in our calendar; taxes; the inevitable colds and the 

anniversaries associated with loved ones no longer with us.  Some of these will bring joy, 

others, perhaps, dread or sadness.  

But what about the unknown in the year ahead?  We simply do not know what is ahead of us.  

How do we react to that?  Fear and anxiety might be justifiable emotions.   

What does God say about this?  In many places in the Bible God urges us to trust Him. The 

eternal God knows what’s to come.  It may not always be what we want but, for sure, God is 

there ready to give us all we need to reassure and strengthen us so that we can love and serve 

Him faithfully.  The cost to us…?  Re-read that passage above.  Maybe we should all go into 

this new year meditating on what God expects from us!  It’s a two-way relationship….  

Happy New Year! 

Alan & Liz 

Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester Branch 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were so blessed that day!  The lovely congregation provided lunch for us, including a 

delicious homemade parsnip soup, sandwiches and cake.   

We had a great time of fellowship with this wonderful group of Christians.  They work hard to 

reach out to the community in Jesus’ name and to provide for those in need.   

You may recall that this little chapel is where Liz’s father’s family have a long association and  

it is where Liz was dedicated as a baby! 

Church visit to Tirzah Chapel, Cwm, Ebbw Vale 

Sunday 1st December 

We were at the chapel to sup-

port friend of Gloucester 

branch, Paul, as he preached 

on one of the  

Beatitudes from the Sermon 

on the Mount. God really 

touched people that morning 

which was evident from the 

moving time of open prayer at 

the end of the service. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were delighted to support this event, with members of Bristol branch, by helping to marshal 

the bikes as they parked at the start venue: Dick Lovett’s BMW dealership, Bristol. 

Starting slowly, we were astonished as more and more bikes arrived, suitably dressed for the 

occasion!  Nearly 1000 bikes and well over a 1000 Santa’s, elves, snowmen, turkeys, 

Christmas fairies, Christmas presents and a Grinch or two!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Santa’s on bikes as far as the eye could see! 

‘Santa’s on a Bike’, Bristol :  

Alan & Liz’s day out with over a 1000 Santa’s! 

Saturday 7th December, 2019 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were amazed when we saw the length’s people had gone to to dress their bikes for this 

incredible charity event!  Many of them must have worked for weeks to design and buy the 

decorations : some of them homemade.  

Many bikes actually sported Christmas trees and Santa’s complete with chimneys! 

Our outfit looked rather pathetic with a bow and a string of lights!  Must do better next Christmas!  

CMA members were marshalling at Dick Lovett’s and on the ride. With Christmas music playing 

and good humour in abundance we had great fun, although it was hard work! 

But God was truly at work that day.  One poor chap had a cardiac incident and was whisked off 

in an ambulance, from the car park.  We promised to pray (his friends were really touched by 

this) and the prayer request was circulated by Colin immediately.  We, and Anne of Bristol 

branch, went into the showroom once the bikes left on the ride, and promptly had Jesus 

conversations with several people in there! 

 

 

 

Santa’s on a Bike, Bristol 

Saturday 7th December 

£11,139.80 

raised for the  

Children’s Hospice 



 A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the most quoted 

passages in the Bible -- Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the Psalm. 

Little Bobby was excited about the task, but he just couldn't remember the Psalm. After much practice, 

he could barely get past the first line. On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in 

front of the congregation, Bobby was so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to the 

microphone and said proudly, "The Lord is my shepherd . . . and that's all I need to know!"   

I pray we should have such faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The service began with this reading: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, local priest Howard spoke at the service.  His theme was ‘Jesus and Biker Oil’. 

Howard, who is a motorcyclist himself,  always chooses a theme which speaks to bikers and 

brings the story of Christmas to a modern meaning for us all.  In this talk, with a bit of magic (!), 

he showed that our bikes use oil and need topping up otherwise they do not function properly 

and may fail completely. As followers of Jesus we rely on Him to provide what we essentially 

need in order to serve Him and be changed to be like Him.  The oil, which is the Holy Spirit, 

gives all we need but unlike our bike, will keep replenishing us if we continue to trust Him. 

 

 

Bikers’ Carol Service, Bristol 

Sunday 15th December, 2019 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete S. read Psalm 133 & Penny led 

the prayers : both from Bristol branch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Candelabra biker-style!  This belongs to Stewart and Alexandra 

 from Gloucester branch and comes out each year for the carol 

 service!   

Bikers’ Carol Service, Bristol 

continued 

One of two readings (the other being Psalm 133):  

Liz read The Magnificat; Mary’s Song of Praise when 

she received the news from the angel about the 

forthcoming birth of Jesus: 

‘With all my heart I praise the Lord, 

and I am glad because of God my Saviour. 

He cares for me, his humble servant. 

From now on, all people will say  

God has blessed me. 

God All-Powerful has done great things for me, 

and his name is holy. 

He always shows mercy 

to everyone who worships him. 

The Lord has used his powerful arm 

to scatter those who are proud. 

He drags strong rulers from their thrones 

and puts humble people in places of power. 

God gives the hungry good things to eat, 

and sends the rich away 

with nothing. 

He helps his servant Israel 

and is always merciful to his people. 

The Lord made this promise to our ancestors, 

to Abraham and his family forever!’ 

 

Taken from the Bikers’ Bible contemporary English 

version. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting out on the bikes during the festive period! 

Boxing Day and New Year’s Day meets 

Quite a few people came out on a 

miserable, damp Boxing Day to 

The Whitminster Hotel for the 

South Glos VMCC meet.  The car 

park looked very uninviting but 

the pub offered warmth and the 

opportunity to natter in comfort! 

The good news is that a new 

CMA contact was made, which 

has been followed up with a letter 

of welcome.  

BOXING DAY 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

What better way to mark the beginning of a new year and a new decade than getting out 

on the bike and meeting like-minded bikers!  It was lovely to catch up with some biking 

friends (several of whom receive this newsletter!) and CMA members. We were especially 

pleased to see Chris and Andy, who have been in our prayers for the last couple of 

months as Chris had a hip replacement in the Autumn.  It was fantastic to see how well 

she is recuperating. We were also really blessed to meet another Christian biker, Christof, 

who had ridden from Banbury with some mates. It was so encouraging to meet another 

Christian who makes no secret of being a follower of Jesus. 



 

 

 

 

Bike Nites : There are no more weekly Bike Nites until Spring 2020.  We’ll post details and 

notices once the new ’season’ starts again. Until then, if you want to find details of past events 

etc the here’s the website.  http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php  

Bike Club meetings:  we are actively involved in several local / regional bike clubs: 
MAG (Motorcycle Action Group): 1st Tuesday of the month—7th Jan. meet at The Aviator, 
Gloucester Airport, GL51 6SR. 8 to 10pm 
Gloucester Meteors (Triumph): 3rd Thursday - 16th Jan.: The Aviator. 7.30 to 9.30pm 
Honda Owners Breakfast meet: 3rd Sunday - 19th Jan.:  meet at Sainsbury’s café, Barnwood. 
GL4 3RT.  9.30am 
 
 
Bible Study/ CMA Workbook session: 
 
Sunday 12th January 2.30pm to 8.00pm at : 
The Ark, 45 Long Street, Wotton under Edge. GL12 7BX   
 
This has been primarily arranged for Gloucester and Bristol branch members who wish to 
become full MEMBERS of CMA UK after being SUPPORTER MEMBERS for some time.   
There is a requirement to complete a workbook about how the CMA works and how individuals 
are expected to behave and participate.  An additional ‘Spiritual Growth’ has to be studied.  
This may seems a bit laborious for those who are not currently involved in CMA in an official 
capacity.  However, this issue was decided upon at a National AGM some years ago in order to  
ensure that everyone actively committing to the mission of CMA understands what is required of 
them.   
This meeting has been arranged in order to discuss some of the issues included in the Spiritual 
Growth course.   
The invitation is extended to anyone (whether you are already a member or not) who may wish 
to be part of the discussion and study for your own benefit.  
It is essential that you inform Alan that you are intending to come.  There will be refreshments 
available for breaks but no evening meal.  There are plenty of takeaways close to The Ark, or 
you may wish to bring your own packed meal (no cooking facilities available). 
 
 
 
CMA Gloucester Church Visit:   
 
We are pleased to have arranged a visit to Worcester Cathedral for their morning service on 
Sunday 26th January.  The cathedral authorities have kindly given us permission for us to park 
our motorcycles on cathedral premises (details over).  However, if you are travelling in a car then 
you will need to park in the nearest car park in Copenhagen Street, postcode WR1 2HB, where 
parking is £3.60 for 3 hours and £5.00 for 4 hours. 
This is a chance to be part of the congregation in this special place.  We are not helping to lead 
the service. 
Please make every effort to come to this, our first church visit of 2020.  It would be a lovely way 
to begin our CMA year.  Do pray for dry, clear weather! 
 

 

Here’s what’s happening in January! 

Dates for your diaries: 

http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:   SUNDAY 26th JANUARY 2020 
 
VENUE:   WORCESTER CATHEDRAL 
 
TIMES:   LEAVING GLOUCESTER: MEET AT ALAN & LIZ’S AT 8.30am READY TO  
   LEAVE PROMPTLY AT 9.00am 
   WE AIM TO BE AT THE CATHEDRAL BY 10am,  IF YOU’RE MEETING US  
   THERE 
   SERVICE BEGINS AT 10.30 am 
 
PARKING: WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN PERMISSION TO PARK IN THE CATHEDRAL   
   GROUNDS:  
   THE  AREA TO THE LEFT OF THE MAIN CATHEDRAL ENTRANCE (AS  
   YOU LOOK AT IT FROM THE OUTSIDE!) IS DESIGNATED FOR US TO  
   PARK IN.  WE MUST PARK AS CLOSELY AND OUT OF THE WAY AS   
   POSSIBLE BECAUSE THE AREA MAY WELL BE USED BY PEOPLE WITH  
   LIMITED MOBILITY AS WELL. IF YOU ARE ON A SOLO PLEASE BRING A  
   PUCK AS THE GROUND MAY BE UNEVEN IN THIS AREA. 
 
LUNCH:  THE CATHEDRAL CAFÉ IN THE CLOISTERS IS OPEN FOR LIGHT   
   LUNCHES AND SNACKS. THEY ARE EXPECTING US!!! 

Details of the Gloucester branch church visit 

on Sunday 26th January 



What to pray: 

Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Welcome to 2020. While pondering this month's introductory message for praise and prayer I 

was sent the following on Facebook: 

 

God grant me the serenity 

 to stop beating myself up for not doing things perfectly.  

The courage to forgive myself  

Because I'm working on doing things better.  

And the wisdom  

To know that you already love me 

Just the way I am.  

 

I don't know about you, but I am very critical of myself and accepting what I do is acceptable, 

even when others tell me it is. It is a lesson that I still have to learn, but the above has changed 

my perspective and that is the first item I want to give praise for.  

 

Other items to Praise the Lord for: 

 

That God loves us just the way we are and meets us in the place we are in.  

He works in our lives and is with us when we are going through difficult times.  

Members and friends, who we know have job satisfaction and enjoying their work.  

Alan & Liz report: We have been praying for Chris who had a hip replacement recently.  She 

looked so well when we saw her at the New Year’s Day Bike meet.  Please continue to 

pray for full recovery. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Continued over 



 

 

Items for Prayer: 

Ongoing situations in our families that we have prayed for already.  

Those who are thinking about committing suicide. (There are specific situations I know 

about but cannot share the details). Our God knows the details.  

For our wellbeing and mental health. Pray for those who are experiencing mental 

illness at this time.  

Gloucester branch Supporter, Peter, was assaulted on Christmas Eve in his own 

home.  Please continue to uphold Peter in prayer that that will be no physical, 

mental or emotional long term repercussions. 

Our friend, Dawn’s housing situation has become critical.  Please pray for resolution. 

Liz’s arthritis in her hands and wrists is quite painful.  She has a lot of artwork to do in 

the next few weeks before an exhibition in Bristol. 

Please pray for Bristol branch as they seek God’s will about a new branch Chair at 

their AGM in February. 

Please continue to support Alan and Liz (Gloucester branch Chair and Vice-Chair) as 

they work to lead and guide Bristol branch in this interim period, in addition to their 

duties in Gloucester branch.  They need to know guidance and God’s strength at 

this busy time. 

With reference to The two above requests: please pray for the meeting on Sunday 

12th January in which Alan and Liz will lead an overview of the Spiritual Growth 

course.  Pray for time and energy to prepare for it and that the session will be well 

–received and that people will be blessed and encouraged. 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR GLOUCESTER BRANCH AND ASSOCIATED 

FRIENDS.  YOUR PRAYER SUPPORT IS MUCH VALUED AND WE COULDN’T 

DO WITHOUT IT! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME.   

EMAIL ON:  

gloscmapray@gmail.com 



 

NEWSLETTER  JANUARY 2020 

We would love to end our newsletter with 

something funny! 

Email us a bike-related photo & we’ll include it. 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,  

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY 2020 NEWSLETTER  :  SUNDAY 26.1.20 

Alan Robertson Branch Chairman   Tel.  07875 563 285  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Liz Robertson  Branch Vice Chairman  Tel.  07815 101 925  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Alexandra Dyer Branch Secretary   Tel.  07985 124 609  Email gloscmasec@gmail.com 

Registered Charity : 1080911 Web Site : www.bike.org.uk/cma 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. ,PO Box 8155 Loughborough, Leics LE11 9AR 

 

 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

(Seen on a facebook page) 

SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU SMILE! 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Wishing you every blessing for the New Year.  From the Editors: Alan & Liz 


